
FAST FACTS

Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) 

HPV is the most common sexually transmitted
infection. Most people will be exposed to HPV at
some point in their lives. 

Persistent infection with certain high-risk HPV types
causes nearly all cases of cervical cancer, but
vaccination and screening can prevent it.

The Virus Behind
Nearly All Cervical Cancers

80%
of sexually active
people will be
infected with HPV
during their lifetime.

Nearly All Cases
of cervical cancer result
from persistent high-risk
HPV (HPV16/18)
infections.

Prevention Works
HPV vaccination, regular
screening, and timely
treatment can prevent
most cervical cancers.

Who Should Get Vaccinated?
The HPV vaccine is most effective
when given before exposure to HPV.

Recommended For: 

Girls and boys beginning at ages 9–12.
Adolescents and young adults who have
not been vaccinated.
Eligible adults based on local guidelines
and healthcare provider recommendations.

Vaccination protects against the HPV types
responsible for most cervical cancers and
many other HPV-related diseases.

Screening Saves Lives
Even vaccinated individuals should
follow recommended screening
guidelines. Screening can detect
abnormal cervical changes before
cancer develops.

Common Screening Methods:

HPV Testing

Pap (Cytology) Testing

HPV Self-Sampling (where available)

Colposcopy and Follow-Up Evaluation

Protect against high-
risk HPV infections.

Detect abnormalities
before cancer develops.

Ensure abnormal results
receive appropriate
evaluation and treatment.
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Visit the Cervical Cancer Learning Center 

Vaccinate1. Screen2. Follow up3.

Three Steps to Prevention
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